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of Layard's tireless anti-Russian intrigues. Such, at least, was the explanation conveyed to Alexander by Prince A. B. Lobanov-Rostovsky, the new Russian ambassador to the Porte. Nevertheless the final Russo-Turkish peace treaty was signed on February 8, 18797 N.S., and the withdrawal of Russian troops from European and Asiatic Turkey began at once. The last Russian detachment left Adrianople in the middle of March, and a few days later Totleben departed from Varna for Odessa. Simultaneously the British fleet repassed the Dardanelles. There still remained, under the Treat}- of Berlin, the Russian army of occupation in Eastern Rumelia and in Bulgaria. By the end of March, 1879, the administrative statute of Eastern Rumelia, prepared by a European commission, was confirmed by the sultan, and the new governor, Aleko Pasha, a Christian Greco-Bulgar and a partisan of Russia, was installed in Philippopolis. In Bulgaria, under the energetic leadership of the Russian commissary, Prince A. M. Dondukov-Korsakov, things moved equally fast but not entirely in accordance with the wishes of the Russian government. In February, 1879, the draft of a fairly liberal organic statute of the principality, prepared in Bulgaria under the direction of Dondukov-Korsakov but revised in St. Petersburg and confirmed by the tsar, was submitted to an assembly of Bulgarian notables. After six weeks of deliberation the draft was returned to Dondukov-Korsakov in the guise of the Bulgarian constitution, with important amendments (universal suffrage, limitations of the powers of the Crown, freedom of the press, assembly, and association) that were sadly at variance with the tradition of Russian autocracy. The tsar nevertheless directed Dondulcov-Korsaiov to confirm the constitution. The elections of the prince took place at the end of April under the new constitutional charter. Prince Alexander of Battenberg, a nephew of the Russian empress and a relative of Queen Victoria, was unanimously elected. Although Prince Alexander was a nominee of Russia and had served with the Russian army during the war, his brief reign (he abdicated in 1886} was filled with clashes with the Russian government and his numerous Russian advisers. Russian officers in the service of the new principality were concerned chiefly with the building up of the Bulgarian army (and the surreptitious distribution of arms in Eastern Rurnelia)7 preparatory to the unification of Bulgaria and Rumelia, which was regarded in Russian military circles as imminent. Ostensibly, however, the stipulations of the Treaty of Berlin were observed; the evacuation of the Rus-